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Go you into all the world, proclaim tke geod news to the wao.ecreation: —he who be- 


and ia immersed sNall be saved ; and he who believeth not sha: be condemned. 


Messtan” 


No. CARTHAGE, 2, VOL. 3. 


“THOUGHTS ON PARABLES. 
No. 1. 


The word parable, (derived from the Greek, parabolee, formed from the verb 
paraballo, to compare, or, the side of anothe:,) signifies 
marily, a comparison. ; 

The Proverbs of Solomon were called parables by the Ancient Hebrews, pro- 
bably because they abound in comparison, as may be seen in the following ex- 
tract: 


18. A man tot bears false witness agninst his neighbour, is a maulyand a 
sword, and a sharp arrow. 

and a foot out of joint. . 

nitre; so is he that singeth songs to a heavy heart. 

21. If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirstyy 
give him water to drink : 

22, For thou shalt heap coals offre upon his head, and the shall 
ward thee, : 4 / 
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23. The north wind bringeth forth rain; : sodotha backbiting wages an an- 


Bry countenance. 


Q4. Itis better to dwell in the corner of a house top, than with a brawling 


woman and in a wikle house. 


25. As cool waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. 
| Chap. XXYV. 


Qn account perbaps of this application of the term, it came to signify an 
adage, or wise-saying, even where there was no comparison. It is twice used 
in this sense’ by the Saviour,—as in Luke, iv. 23. “ You will doubtless say 


me this parable, (parabole.) “‘pbysician heal thyself: and in chap. 


xiv. 7. “ He put firth a parable, &c. saying, when thou art bidden to a wed- 
ding, sit not down in the highest room,” &c. which injunction indeed, resembles 
one in Solomon's Proverbs, chap. xxv. v. 6,7. See also.tabakuk, ii. 6. 

Hence too, it was sometimes applied toa solemn deciaiation, whether pro- 
phetic or otherwise. Thus Balaam is said ‘to take up his parable;? Job to 
continue his parable,’ &c. See Micah, ii. 4. Psalms, ixxii, 2., and Math. 
xv. 15. | 

The primitive and original s'gnification of the wor!, however, is, as has been 
already stated, a comparison, or similitude, and ia this sense it is used when- 


ever it occurs in the New Testament, with the exception mentioned. Thus in 


Hebrews, ix. 9. the tabernacte is called “@ parabolic, a molec! or figurative re- 
presentation of that move perfect one not made with hands; aed in chap. xi. 19. 
Abraham is stid to have received Isaac fiom the dead in a parachle, oc emble- 
matic figure: that is, there was a comparison betweea the Jewish mbernacle and 


the true one; and between Abraham receiving lswac, avd a resuriection from 
the dead.* | 


Parables or similituces are of various kinds, Some are simple, in which, on 
thing is compared to another; for example, as swallows appear in summer, but 


‘retire at the approach of winter, so false friends shew themselves in prosperity, 


but disappear ia the season of adversity. Compound similiiudes are those in 
which one thing is compared to several others, as in the following: what light is 
to the work), physic to the sick, water to the thirty, and rest to ihe weary, that 
is knowledge to the mind. 

Similitudes are seine in an abreviated form, as where it is simply stated, 
that one thing res@mbies another, and the mind is left to trace out for itself the 
points of comparison. At other times they are eolarged upon, and drawn out in 
the form of short historical narrations, whether fixious or otherwise, or in that of 
accurate and striking descriptions of natural objects,presenting to the mind finished 
pictures, and requiring nothing but af application. Thus, when it is said, ““As 
the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons,” 


Perbaps the resurrection of Jesus (Ed. 


g 
4 
| 
| 
i 
‘ 
4 
4 
F 
4: 
2 4 
¥ 
> 
* 
US 
j 
+ 
ff 4 
¥ 
3 
¥ 
> 
bab. 
} 
Ks 
3 
q 
4 
P 
{ 
ax 
4 
4 
3 


The Evangelist. 271% « 


the comparison is complete, yet it may be carried out more fully, by speaking of 
the delight experienced in being * seated beneath his shadow,” and the gratifi- 
cation enjoyed in partaking of “his pleasant fruits’? Again, when he who 

keeps the precepts of the Saviour is compared, by him, to “a prudent man who 
built his house upon a rock,” the comparison is perfect, yet it may be Beautifully 
enlarged upon, by introducing the torrents as descending upon that house in vain, 

and by representing it as standing unmoved and uninjured by the overflowing 
rivers, and the stormy winds of beaven. : 

Similitudes of this latter description are susceptible of a subdivision into the 
faulous aud the rational. Of fabulous similitudes we have well known ex- 
amples in the Fublesof Esop, and in Jotham’s Fable of the ‘Trees, in the 9th 
chapter of Judges.’_In these, different animate and inanimate objects, are re- 

(Hime presented as conversing, or addressed,* and as performing the actions of men. 
| Rational similitudes coasist of narrations of things that age natural and possible ; 
things which did happen, or might have happened; aud are thus distinguished 
from the fabulous, for the former, whether feigned or not, might be true, while © 
the latter are necessarily false, it being impossible for brutes or trees to speak. 

Theve is yet. another species of similitudes called symbols or iconisms, from 

cicon, an image.) Here the object used for the purpose of comparison is sub- 
° M+ stituted forthat which it represents. This seems to be what constitutes a symbol. 

: ‘These are found chiefly in the prophetic writings. . 

: Concerning the purpose for which similitudes are employed, we have to ob- 
serve, that itis for ilustiation. It is a great error, and a very common one te 
suppose that the use of this deseriptiog of figuie, necessarily involve a subject in 
doubt and obscurity. On the contrary, nothing tends so much to tvc~'*%2 And 
explain, as appropriate similitudes or comparisons, which communicate to the 
mind more perfect aud determinate ideas of things before unknown, by com- 
paring them with those with which we are already familiar. Tndeed in this re- 
spect, they far surpass any literal language, as is evident from several conte 
rations, as, 

J]. Taey are found by experience better fitted to communicate instruction to 
the infant mind. Thus if I wish to elucidate, or make plain to a child the pru- 
dential maxim, * Do not undertake more than you can accomplish,’ by what 
naked arguments, or logical process of reasoning, can we succeed so well, as by 
the-use of some simple and stdking comparison, as for instagce, the following 


* Those sim ititaudes in which irrational creatures are addressed as though they were | 
rational, even although they are not represented as replying, are properly classed with 
the fabulous. Of this kind is the Epilogue of Cyrus, sent to the Ionians, who, afer 
having at first rejected the proposals of accommodation offered by Cyrus, became more 
submissive aller some reverses of fortune, aod sued for peace. “ A piper,” said he, “on 
the sea-shore, seeing some fishes in the water, began to play in order to allure them to 
land; but finding them insensible to the music, employed a net with better success. 
When taken, they began to jump about upon the shore, but he o'served to **It is 
uunocessary now to dance, as | have ceased to play.” 
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from Epictetus: ‘ A boy discoyering a jar with a narrow mouth, which contain- 
ed some figs, thrust his hand into it, and seizing as many as he could hold, en- 
deavoured to withdraw his hand, but found himself unable. Grasp but half tho 
quantity, cried a person. who observed him, and you will easily succeed?’ Or 
if we would explain and enforce the moral precept: Indulge not extravagant de- 
sire,’ where could we find any literal language capable of affecting this object in 
so perfect and brief a manner as the familiar fable of the cog and his image: ‘A 
hungry dog having obtained a large pitce of meat at the butcher’ s, was carrying 
it in his mouth across a narrow bridge, but seeing his own image in the water, 
and supposing it to’be another dog carrying another piece of meat, he attempted 
to lay hold of the imaginary _— and in doing so lost what he already pos- 
sessed 

2. They have been found to be better adapted to the infant state of society. We 
would suppose indeed from analogy, that the method or means of instructicn, 
best suited to achild, must necessarily be best adapted to men, in a state of inci- 
pient civilization, where the intellectual faculties are just beginning to be exer- 
cised in.the pursuit of knowledge. And when we examine the early records of 
nations, we find their first teachers invariably clothing their instructions in the 
familiar language of similitudes; Thus the Fables of Esop formed the first step 
towards the literature of Greece, and were, no doubt, regarded by the people of 
that age as a very serious and useful composition. ‘Thus too, picture-writing, 
and hieroglyphics, formed the early written language of Egypt, of China, and of 
Mexico; and hence, also, the Aborigines of our own country are so much ad- 
dicted to the use of comparisons. It is evident then that a mode of instruction 
so wel] adanted to the infant mind, and the infant state of society, must be pre- 
calculated to elucidate, explain, or illustrate. But we would notice : 

3dly. That they abound in the sacred writings more than in any other wri- 
tings whatever, and as these are intended to be understood by the humbiest as 
well as the most exalted capacity, this circumstance furnishes another proof that 
they pessess, in a higher degree than any literal language, the power of illustra- 
tion. When drawn from Nature, they have also this additional advantage, 
that in all ages of the world they have the same meaning, Nature being always 
the same. For example: when ¢he Saviour is compared to a Lamb, there is 
presented to the mind a more beautiful and perfect image of his character, than 
could be afforded by any literal description; and this representation is wn- 
changeably true, fora lamb has been at every period, what it will always con- 
tinue to be, the emblem of gentieness and innocence. Again, when he is called 
the “Sun of Righteousness,” what other expressions could, in so few words, 
communicate an idea so brilliant—so sublime, and at the same time so easy of 
apprehension ! 

It is also worthy of remark, that the frequent use of similitudes, or parables, 
constituted one of the most striking traits in the character of our Saviour, asa 
teacher. He who ° spake as never man spake,’ in preachiug the Gospel, to the 
poor, and adapting his instructions to the ignorant, opened his mouth in para- 
bles, and with the hand of a master drew from Nature those charming pictures 
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with which his discourses are adorned, and which are at once inimitable in de- 
sign, and unrivelled for simplicity and beauty. — 

While, however, we thus clearly perceive, that the effect and intention of pa- 
rables, or comparisons, is to illustrate, or make plain, we are aware that there 
are some passages of scripture, which seem to favour the jlea that they are in- 
tended to obscure and conceal. For instance, we are told that Jesus taught 
the people in parables, and explained every thing to his Disciples in private. 
But that we may have the matter fairly before us, we will here quote a part of 


- Matthew, to which chapter we shall particularly advert, and to the construction 


of which, the following remarks are in some degree introductory. 


New Version.— Matthew, Sec. VII. verse 10+—17. 
10 Then the Disciples addressed him, saying, Why de- ye speak to them 


11 in parables? He answering, said to them, Because it is your privilege, 


12 and not theirs to know the secrets of the Reign of Heaven. For to him > 
that has, more shall be given, and he shall abound ; but from him that has 
13° not, even that which he has shall be taken. For this reason I speak to 
them in parables; because they seeing, see not; and hearing, hear not, nor 
14 regard; insomuch that this prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled in them, “ You 
will indeed hear, but will not understand; you wil! look, but will not per- 


15 ceive. For this peoples understanding is stupified, their ears are deafen- 


ed, and their eyes they have closed, lest seeing with .their eyes, hearing 
with their ears, and apprehending with their understanding, they should 
16 reform, aud I should reclaim them.” But blessed are your eyes, be- 
17 cause they see; and your ears because they hear. For, indeed, I say to 
you, that many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the 
things which yuu see, but have not seen them; and to hear the things 

_ which you bear but have nut heard them. | 


From this passage and some others it appears evident, and we are of course 
quite willing to admit, that the parables of the Saviour did, in certain cases, 
tend to veil the truths he taught, and confuse the minds of those who heard 
him. And here then we are presented with this interesting qeestion: How 
does tl happen that simililudes, which are plainly cclculated, and fitted for il- 
lustration, and explanation, become a means of involving the mind in uncer- 
tainty and confusion? ‘Tele we te answer In our next emny. 

| ALUMNUS. 


REPLY TO MR. LYND. 
No. 3. : 
Jo relation to your criticism, on the 38th verse of the 2d chap. of the Acts, it 


is deemed sufficient to have remonstiated, as I have omy done, that the 
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| : transposition, which it inculcates, is discountenanced alike by syntax and by the 
, canons of a just scriptural criticism. Grammatical transposition is, in the case, 
il of no value: critical transposition is absurd; fora rule is employed primarily 


| ta change the sense which should be employed primarily to ascertain the true I 
in - reading. Had you said, that the amendment you propose was sustained by all, ar 
t ‘OF many, or even a few , of the most ancient MSS; ox that the fathers, or some ir 
commentator, paraphrast, d { livine, or translator, had given your sense to the pas- ee 
4 3 gage, we" could have bore with you, and would have inquired ante the oe 
of what. you offered but to give it us in the form of a mere tpse 
you have done is insufferable, I aver that there is neither politeness’ noe D | 

modesty in such a procedure. Do you, Sir, perceive how the case stands with a : y 
yourself, in relatigg to the whole religious world now? The Greeks, Romans, = 
and Episcopaliat., ;,* oaptize for the remission of sins,” and their common creed ‘ 


is— I believe in one baptism for the remission of sins.’’ Yet you, in oppo- 

T - sition to all their faith and wisdom, aver, that ‘* this ordinance is, in oo part of © 

i | : the divine word, associated with the forgiveness of sins,’’ save one, and in this 
at ene you have attempted to show, that the connection is not real, but only appa - 

3 rent, and that while it reads, ‘be baptized every one of you, in the name of 

Bil Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins;”’ it ought to be understood, “ Repent 

ei. every one of you for the remission of sins!” The Presbyierians, also, and even 
vie the Baptists, recognize the connexion of baptism, and remission, as being scrip- 
tural, and the former. declare it to be both the “ the sign and seal ofthe remu- 
gion of sins.” Have the Greeks, Romans, and Protestants, then, boilt thei: 

_ whole faith in this natter on a point, on a siugie passage? Yes, says Mr. Lynd, 
baptism and remission can be supposed to be thus associated only “in one sin- 
gie passage!” Pardon me, dear sir, but I am foreibiy struck with the likeness 

) which your present course bears to that of him who plays at “ Blind Man’s 

| f Buff.” You do not see what rou are about, you are not aware how much is 

involved in your criticism. [ris not now Mr. Lynd against Walter Seott, 

ie those, who like him, baptize for the remission of sins, but it is Mr. Lynd agains: 

the whole religious world—the Greek, Roman, and Protestant world! 


A little more on transposition, and I shall have dene with it. The construc- 
von of the Ancient languages being more subtle and artificial than that of the 
Modern, admitted of greater and more frequent transpositions. ‘The English, — 
French, &c. seldom allow of them, except in eloquence or poetry, in order to 
give point, or sprightliness to the discourse. ‘The extreme sprightliness of the . 
Greeks, and the severe gravity of the Romans, seem to have led these two 
nafions to the same result in regard to the arrangement of words in a sentence ; 
for it is obvious, from their literature, that both of them were fond of this involv- 
ed, inverted, or artificial, ordo. Weare not to conclude, however, from what 
is seen of this in the remains of Greek and Roman literature, that the common 
people in those nations in their usual discourse were found of this artificial order, 
equally with the poets, orators, rhetoricians, and historians, On the contrary, 
the common people usually spoke the Greek as we speak English, that is, in its 


j 
44 
— 
ak. 
4 
{ 
ee 
Rf 
A. 5 
& 
> 
5 
wy 
Re Ce 
; 
% 
| 
é 
- 
3 
4 
. 
é 


The Evangelist. 


natural order. Nome question arises, Have the Holy winters imitated the 
eloquence, and art of the fine authors, in these nations? Or, have they in their | 
- sacred compilations followed the simplicity and usages of the common people? 
I answer, that the sacred writers are not remarkable for extremes in any thing, 
and, thatif they have not always pursued a middie course, in relation to the ordo 
in question, thev have always kept nearer to the natural and simple ordo of the 
common people, than to the involved and artificial arrangements of the philo- 
sophic and leamed. Accordingly, the New Testament, in Greek, is pritty much 
what itis in English, in point of arrangement. Like enwm, vero, and autem,in 
Latin, there are certain particles in the Greek which never stand at the begin- 
ning ofa sentence; but making allowance for this and other slight inversions, 
the arrangement of the Greek in the New ‘Testament, is almost in aj] instances, 
nearly the arrangement which obtains in king James’ translation. 1 might here 
adduce innumerable instances of this fact, but it is wholly unnecessary: let a 


4 | few suffice: It is remarkable, however, of the verse in questioh, namely, the 33 


of the 2d chap. of the Acts, that there is not a single transposition in it. It reads 
in Greek as it dove in English. ‘Tne particle de, like some others, which never 
stand at the beginning of a sentence, 13 put in the second place, and is idiomatic 
so far as concetas its collocation; but the entire verse is as wholly free from all 


involition, and transposition, prompted by grace or gravity, ia either Greek or 
Roman, as the English version of it, is. 


* In our translation:’—You say “ Peter's words are doubtful, as they 
stand in our transiation.”” . Then, I say, they must be doubtful as they stand in 
the Greek translation, for they stand in both translations alike. But you evi- 
dently imply, that they are not doubtful in the Greek, therefore, I say, they are | 
not doubtful in the English; for they are the same both in Greek and English. 
© Seeing then they are alike, they are either both right or both wrong. If they are 

| both wrong then they must be put to right by substituting an artificial order for a 
natural one; and then it follows, that an artificial arrangement of the words in a 
sentence is better fitted for communicating to us the sense of it than a natural 


because they are both uatural, and beth alike in sense and syntax. We have 
the words in Eaglish, and we have them in Greek, as they came from the pen 
of their author, Luke, the Evangelist. Mr. Lynd, they tell an anecdote of a 
collier, who was a Catholic; the Priest wished to ensnare him, and reported him 
as a heritic accordingly. How, says the Priest, do you believe? I believe as 
Mother Chorch believes, answered the wary collier. And how do you and 
Mother Church believe? We both believe ulike, responds the triumphant col- 
lier. So of the verses in question. If it isasked how the English reads? the 
answer is. It reads as the Greek reads. But how does the Greek read? 


reads as the English does. And how do both the Greek oan each ee 
“Ins. They both read alike. 


Mr. Lynd, are you aware that you have made a double transposition in the 


. version which you would supply? You have dislocated two setts of words, or 


parts of the sentence in question, as may be seen by leaving blank the places — 


_orier, which is absurd. Are they then both right? Lanswer, they are both right, 
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from which you have transposed them; thus, * Repent evel one of you for the 
remission of sins, and be baptized —————in the name of Jesus Christ 

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Mere, Sir, is a double hiatus 
for which you are bound to account by the canuns of a just and scriptural caiti- 
cism. But after all, your work were only two parts done by this double trans-— 
position; for it is most certain, that, in order to make the whole passage quad- 
rate with the doctrine believed by Baptists, you would, by trafisposition, need 
- to make another transposition of words, and bring before baptism, the following 
exprssion, namely: and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; for 
say, * Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy “pirit,” is justas aborreus to your own professed principles, and prac- 
tices, as to say, ** be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of your sins; for you believe that a man must receive the Holy 
Spirit before he is baptized, as much as you believe he ought to be forgiven 
before he is baptized. But, indeed, you can in reality believe neither of these 
doctrines inasmuch as you have no evidence for them in scripture; yet you may 
have your opinion about both of them. Iam sorry you should in so important 
a matter mistake and teach opinion for faith, Upon the whole, then, when you — 
impose on the passage in question your rule obtransposition, you only violate its 
natural simplicity, beauty, chastity, and divine benevolence without making your 
own case the better for it. 


I have alreatly given you some examples from scripture of the abuses to which 
an arbitrary exercise of this rule may lead us. You do not seem to have pro-- 
fited by them; nevertheless I shall supply you with another, if by any means I 
may contribute to your deliverance from so evil a habit as that of handling the 
Word of God deceitfully. Remember, it is nét to the man of contrite heart, 
merely, but to the man of contrite heart who trembles at the Word of Ged, that 
(ad looks with grace and approbation. - | | 
Were I to transpose in word what a Presbyterian does in fact, and say, “ he 
who is baptized, and believes, shall be saved,” what could! I answer the man 
who should demand my authority for such a version? ‘That it was supported by 
the best and ancientest maruscnpts; or by many, or at least some popular edi- 
tions and versions of the scriptures? No, I might auswer, that I had done it 
because it was capable of transposition; but the true reason probably would be, 
it suited my purposes better. Aud would not Mrs. Lyud be the first to tell me 
But it is possible when you say, “ Peter's words, to say the least, are doubt. 
ful, as they stand in our translation,” that your own words, to say the least, are 
ul; and, that you mean no more by the above sayjng, concerning Peter's 
than that they are improperly translated in our language. This in one 
view of the case would seein to be your meaning, because you have offered a 
different version, or translation of the Greek word aphesin, by a rule which you 
are pleased to call definition. This brings us then, to the second part of your 


4 
4 
% 
+i 
2 
> ‘ 
i 
¢ 
| 
‘4 
By > 
; 3 
¥ 
a 
3 
¥ 
4 


The Evangelist. 33 


criticism, namely, definition, or a new way of rendering the Greek word 
aphesin. 

My Father, peace to his ashes, was wont to tell a singular story of a black- 
smith and a physician, who lived in our village, in Seotland. ‘They were both 
very pugnacious in their way; but the physician was always an overmatch for 
the blacksmith. It happened in a time, as the story went, that the latter offered 
some slight indignity to his athletic antagonist, and wel! knowing the Doctor’s 
kidney, deemed it most prudent to seek safety, and save himself by flight. Ac- 
cordingly, he made for home post. On entering he immediately closed the door, 
and barred it against the enraged physician, who coming up, demanded admit- 
tance with the voice ofa lion. Thé blacksmith, crouched behind the door, and 
initating the voice of a child, told him to put in his finger, and open the hatch. 
~The Doctor did so; and the insidious son of vulean, with the rapidity of light- 
ening, cut it off by the very roots; and then added in the same child-like voice, 
put in the other finger Doctor, for that one is too short! | 


Mr. Lynd, however, lias acted With more providence than the Doctor in the 
above story; for he has thrust in both his fingers at once in the hope, I presume, 
that the one should protect the other; and, that if the Onger of transposition 
should be cut off, the finger of definition would escape ; but of the correctness of 
this, and whether it would have been better and safer to have kept both fingers 
out, must be determined by the reader when we have drawn the matter to a 
conclusion. 


[ny the mean time he has not informed us on which of these rules he depends 
for safety; he has not informed us on which horn of the dilemma he means ex- 
clusively to hang his cause, and therefore it will not be deemed improper to sup- 
pose, that for the preseut he means to establish the sense of the Apostles by both 
of them. | | 


The relinquishment, or nding away of sin:—This is. your definition, or 
translation of the Greek word aphesin, |Now let us first eamapons this, and 
afterwards translate it as you have done; and we sha}l have—what? Why, we 
shall have the most singular reading ever invented, viz: * Repent for the relin- 
quishment of sins!’ In this manner your two rules drive remission of sins out 
of the 35 verse altogether, and not only out of the 33th verse, but out of all 
the verses in the Bible in which aphesin occurs. In the New Testament it oc- 
curs seventeen times, according to the P olymicrian Concordance. Now, pray 
attend, and see how your new definition answers, when applied to the exposition 
of those other verses in the New Testament, in which the word occurs. This 
is the blood of the New Covenant, shed for the relinguishment of sins! Jobn 
came preaching the baptism of repentance for the relinguishment of sins! This 
same Joha was to go betore the Lord, and to give the people ‘\the knowledge 
of salvation by the relinguishment of their sins!”? But he who sins against the 
Holy Spirit shall not have relinqguishment, either in this world, or in that which 
is to come! Exalted, a Prince and a Saviour, to grant repentance and relin- 
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quishment of sins! | "That repentance and relinquishment of sins be preached in 
all the world, beginning at Jerusalem!! ‘To Him gave all the Prophets witness, 
that every one who believeth on him shall receive, not forgiveness, but relin- 
quishment of sins. Levit known unto you, therefore, men aud brethren, that 


. through this man is preached unto you, not forgiveness, but relinguishment of — 


sins. That they may receive relinguishment of sins, Acts, 2Ist chapter, 
16 verse. In whom we have redemption, through his .blood, even the 


relinquishment of sins. Without the shedding of blood there is no relinguish- 
ment! 


Does not this application of Mr. Lynd’s rule, sufficieat!y demonstrate its ab- 
surdity. Undoubily it does, | 
Very respectfully, | 
-EDITOR. 

(To be continued.) 


SIMPLIFICATION. 


It is a very common saving, and a very true one, that “ men are prone to ex- 
tremes.”? In Our.c3gerness to escape one impending evil, we se!om cease our 
fieht, until we 


gerous, and ough 


atier of an opposite chaacter, which is no less dan- 
qually to be feared. . 


“ facidit in Seytam, qui eviiare Charvidin.” 


Few indeed, there are who pursue that Nappy medrum im whien both tratth 
and safety are to be faynd. Few, who follow the advice which Apollo is re- 
presented as giving to Phieton,—“ In medio tutissimus ibis.” 

This saying holds good of man in every period of the would, aod in all bis 


relations, whether natural, political, or religious. ‘TYo what extremes has he not 


tun in his views of nature? ‘The Bishop of Cloyne has tavueht that there is no 


such thing as matter. A Priestly has declared that every thint is matter, At 
one time Nature nas been rezarded as the creature of chance; at avother, a part 
of the Divinity: here a servile minister of pleasure: there aa object of supreme 
veneration; now contemned and disregarded, and a¢ain honoured, idolized and 
adored. Nor has he been less extravagant and unreasonable in the use which 


hé has mace of her bounties. Sometimes we find him, like a Carnarm, an epi- 


cure and a glutton; and at another period affording a remarkable example of 
fasting and of abstinence, Now we find him a drunkard, and again he is dis- 
covered preaching up a total abstinence uncer the name of “ temperance.” 
casionally we see him, like a Charles V, voluntarily dispossessing himself of 
crown and king’om, and becoming contented with obscuritv, and retirement; 
and, frequently, like a Napoleon, he springs from obscurity, and becomes a con- 


queror of nations 


In government, also, how unstable he has proved. I°rom monarchy to anaf- 
chy—from tyranny to license—from strengih to weakness, from dominion to— 
servitude, have been his usual transitions. Neither in theory nor in practice has 


be pursued a medium, and even, if for a momentheseems to have exchanged &@ 
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despotism for a boasted republic, he stops not in his career, until that republic 
- becomes again a despotism, or terminates in ungovernable licentiousness. 


In religion, his character isthe same. ve is all for external form, another is 
all spirit. One is an Armenian, and another is diiven into Calvanism. One 
thinks he can do every thing, another that he can do nothing; and, while one 
speaks of the religion of Christ as if there were in it no threatened punishment 
for the wicked, another talks of it as if it were wholly composed of fire and biim- 
stone. 

It has been well observed that extremes produce each other. Oppssition en- 
genders opposition, and as pugaecious rams retreat to the exiremes of the arena 
before they strike a blow, so dispotants are driven, by contention, to assume 
points more and more distant, and to adopt the most unreasonable extremes. 

It is also worthy of remark, that extremes often meet together, and produce 
the same result, ‘Thus the Armenians who suppose that salvation is offered to 
all, but that none can obtain it unless through a supernatural influence of the 
Holy Spirit, which is not at their command; and the Calvanists who imagine 
that the elect alone can obtain salvation, which must be also by a special call, 
actually agree in fact, and arive at pretty much the same conclusion. Thus, 
two ships setting out at first, in Opposite courses, One east, and the other west, in 
a voyage round the world, comes atiast to the same port. ‘Thus, too, it mat- 
ters not whether we go north, or south, from the equator, we will equally arrive 
at the regions of eternal irost. | 

Extremes have ever been found injurious to the peace of society, the cause of 
virtue, and the progress of truth. ‘Tyranny excites rebellion, war, and blood- 
shod——the sultry calm begets the fierce tornado: austerity brings virtue and mo- 
rlity into contempt, and error faas the fame of wild enthusiasms. 

There is one extreme to which the religious world has rua since the beginning 
of the apostacy, to which [ would now more particulary advert. This is the 
extreme of mystification. No sooner had the Gospel of Jesus Chiist arisen, like 
the sun, upon a benighted world, in simple beauty and unclouded splendour, 
than the Gaoctics, or Spiitualizers, began to shroud its glories in the fogs of 
— gnysticism. Dissatisfied with the light of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, 
they thought to increase its brilliancy with the feeble lamp of vain philosophy— 


to improve the wisdom of God, by the foolishness of men. From the age of the 


Apostles, down tothe present time, this has been the state of things. Mystr- 
RyY—Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and abomination of the earth, has 


long sat a queen, and ruled in religion, sovereign of the ascendant. Of the cup | 


which she has mingled have al! the nations drunk, and by the abundance of her 
‘luxuries the merchants of the earth have been enriched. The sacred and saving 
truths of God have been obscured and concealed, their meaning perverted, and 
their -effect destroyed. ‘Ihe more mysteries her teachers could discover in the 
plainest sentence, and the more deep the hidden meanings with which they 
could astonish the admiring audience, the greater their honour and renown. 
‘They have made merchandize of that which cost them norhing, have polluted 
the pure fountair of Living Waters; have deprived mankind of the blessings of 
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The Evangelist. 


the Gospel, and introduced a Religion at oncé worthless, mystetious, and corrupt. 


But strong is the Lord that judgeth her‘ and terrible will be her day of reckon- 
ing. In one hour her riches shall be laid waste: death, and mourning, and 


famine, shall come upon hes, and she shall be burnt with fire. And the voice 


of harpers, and musicians, and they that play the flute, and sound the trumpet, 
shall be heard no more in her, and no artificer of any trade shall be found in 
her, and the light of a lamp shall be seen no more in her, and the voice of the 
bridegroom and rhe bride shall be heard no more in her, because her merchants 


were the grandees of the earth, because by her sorceries were al! the nations de- 
ceived, and in her was found the blood of Prophets, and of saints, even of all 


those who were slain ‘tipon the earth. 

Within a few years, however, a voice has been heard, saying, ** Come ye out 
of her my people, that ye may not be partakers with her in her sins, and that 
you may not partake of her plagues. In plain language, a reformation has oc- 
curred. The Bible has been dug out of the accumulated rubbish of 18 ceutu- 
ries, and it has not only been put into the hands of the people, but they have 
discovered, that they have no need of downy Doctors of Divinity to enable 
them to understand its simple and unaffected language. Their aim and their 
delight has been to disentangle the Sacred Word from the intricacies and tradi- 
tions of their former teachers, and they have thus been enabled to rejoice exceed- 


~ ingly in the beautiful simplicity of the Truth, to learn the Wisdom that cometh 


from above, and to drink at the pure fountain of mercy and salvation. In a 
word, the Gospel, as it was delivered by the Apostles, has been restored, and the 
Divine arrangement of its different parts, correctly ascertained and exhibited. 


In vain have the teachers of corrupt religion laboured to withstand the influence | 
which its simple beauty exerts upon the human mind. In vain has their inge-_ 


nuity been racked to mystify by metaphysical dogmas, or change by the auda- 
city of transposition, the simple and original order of the Gospel. ‘The true 
light has shone, and the darkness is past. ‘The authority of synods, and councils, 
tye prejndices of education, and the strong arm of secular power, have ceased to 


be the passports of this religion. It commends itself now to men by its Divine | 


authority, and its perfect adaptation both to their capacities and their wants, 
and delivers them from spiritual tyranny, ignorance, and delusion. Wherever 


it has been thus restored in its simplicity, in vain do spiritulizers attempt to per- 


suade those who think for themselves, that faith comes by the mysterious influ- 
ence of the Spirit, that Baptism should come before Faith, and the Holy Spirit 
before Baptism, or that remission of sins is not to be obtained through God's ap- 


pointed means. The love of God revealed in the Gospel , and the great and pre- 


cious promises it contains, have been delivered from the veil which mystification 
had thrown around them, and the Gospel uncorrupted and unadormed, has 


proved itself to be, indeed, the Wisdom and power of God unto salvation to. = 
every one who believes it. [R. 


[To be continued) 
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NOTE 

The following answer to Dr. Winans, was intended to 
have been preceded by the Doctor’s own letter, in which 
he vindicated the negative of a proposition submitted by 
the Editor, on page 211, vol. 2d, i.e. “ That the Holy 
_ Spirit is not received in his proper existence.” This, to the 
best of our recollection, is the substance of the Doctor’s 
communication. The above mentioned letter was in type, | 
when the Editor left home, but by a fatal mistake in our 
compositor, it was taken down and distributed, without 
eur knowledge, and the auto-graph is somewhere mis- 


- laid.. We very much regret that the Doctor is not per- 


mitted to speak for himself, as was intended ; but the cir- 
_cumstance is our only apology. The Editor is absent, 
and has.sent the following, from Virginia, for insertion in 
the present No. It would be utterly impossible for us to 
obtain any other matter from the Editor before this No. is 
due. [ The Publisher. 


ANSWER TO DR. WINANS. 


The Holy Spirit is Xie Word!—This proposition suggests to me another, 
which I heard asserted, by a Presbyterian preacher, aboard the Steam Boat, 
Planter, namely: That faith was repentance ; or, conversely, ‘that repentance 
was faith. In nature, origin, age, and what not, two things may very nearly ap- 
proach each other without being the same. For instance, baptism is intimately 
connected with remission of sins; but who would call baptism remission? Or, 
remission baptism ? Unless we chose to employ a trope or figure, and then here 
as well as in any other case one thing may be named for another. If the Spirit 
is the Word, then the resuscitation of the Ancient Gospel has effected no reform 
in doctrine: Why? For if the Word is necessary to belief, the Spirit, which is | 
the Word, is necessary to belief! and so starting with the Apostles, we end with 
John Calvin, without having the honesty to avow it. If the Spirit is the Word, 
the written word, why then find fault with those who say, dha fipicti te eeceemary 
to faith? Willany one deny, that the word is necessary to faith? No; It were 
Spirit. 

In every piece of rensoning it sas necessary to have some premises to reason 
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from as to have a proposition to reason to, or arguments to reason with. Your 
first letter contains one promises, one proposition, and one argument. The pré- 
mises, namely, that the scriptures is exclusive authority in the case, is assumed 
rather than verbally stated; this is well enough, inasmuch as neither of us 
acknowledge any other legitimate source cf Christian argument but the bible. 


To come then tp the proposition: What is to be said of its terms, the sub- 
ject, and the predicate; the Spifit and the Word? They ought to be defined. 
We ougit to know exactly and to know alike also, what is meant by both. You 
have defined the Spirit to your own satisfaction; you have said it means the 
Word; itis the Word. But what means the word, the written word? Does it 


mean the entire volume, from Genesis to Revelations? If it does then, the word 


of the devil must be a part of the spirit of God, for the bible embraces the word 
of the devil. But if it means only part of the bible, then it becomes your duty 


to say, what part. Is it the Son, the Prophets, or the Psalms? Is it the New 


estament or only part of it? Please pay attention to this in your next. You 
have freely stated your proposition, I shal] as freely examine its terms and ten- 
dency, and present you with all my difficulties, in relation to your hypothesis, 

But in your first letter you have submitted one argument, namely, “ that the 
scriptures say, the Prophets spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit; and, 
also, that the Word of the Lord came to the Prophets.” From this you con- 
clude, that the Spirit by which they spoke, and the word which they spoke, are 
one thing. The word of the Lord is a phrase equivalent, as may be proved, to 
** A message from the Lord.” Now the word, or message from God, was con- 


veyed in various ways. Sometimes the Prophet received it riva voce from hea- 


ven, as in the cases of Samuel, Moses, Abraham. Sometimes it was carried to 
the Prophet, by an angel, as in the cases of Joshua, Manoa, Damel. Finally, 
it was occasionally conveyed to them, by the Spirit, as in the cases of Isaiah, 


David, Jeremiah, and the Aposties. Now if it be allowable to confound the 
_ messenger with the message : or, to take the thing brought, for him that brought 


it, then the word may be proved an angel; nay, from the case of the seven 
churches in the Revelations, the word may in this way, be proved to be seven 
angels; yes, and seven spirits too! Your word is not your spirit. God's word 
is not his spirit. Your words, however, are spoken by your spirit. His words 


weré spoken by his spirit. Holy meu spoke them as they were moved, not by 


them, but by the Holy Spirit. So the messenger the message; or, the effect, 
the cause. Because I send a message by my boy, shall I therefore say, that the 
boy is the message. Or, because I correspond with you, by letter, that my letter 


is myself? A man may with his toe kick a box of glass to a thowand pieces. Is 


the broken glass or the breaking of it the man’s toe? I do not then, from your 
first argument, receive the least conviction that the word which the prophets 
spoke is the Spirit by which they spoke. 


Your second argument will be attended to in our next; and if you will lay 
before us all subsequent reasons with the same plain distinctness with which you 
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The Evangelist. 39 
have set forth your first, you will confer on me a real obligation. In the mean 
time please accept the following, as a few preliminary thoughts to what we 
have got to say on the negative of your proposition, namely, that “‘ The Spirit 

is not the Word. My proposition is, that the Spirit is the Spirit; and I have 
no doubt that you also, after you have expent all your ingenuity in tryi 
_ prove that the Spirit is the Word, will, with me, and others who have tryed 
every way of it, be glad to rest yourself on the sure ground of calling things by 
their own names. The Father is the Father; the Son is the Son; the Spirit 
is the Spirit; and the Word is the Word. | 


It is exceedingly convenient for man to believe in one God; for Nature at 
ten thousand points, announces goodness, power and wisdom, as existing some- 
where; and though she vouches not whether these reside in a being who is one, 
or three, or three thousand, yet the reason of man willingly accepts the most 
manageable of their conclusions, and believes in the idea of unity in the God- 
head. This fact constitutes the ground of a distinctive feature of difference on 
the face of the two great parts of Divine Revelation, the Old Testament, and 
the New. ‘The first of which relates especially to God; the second to the Son 
of God. Ie as veh, therefore, as man’s reason delights in the idea of one God 
in the Ancient Oracles, or Old Testament, the existence of the Deity is assumed 
as a fact without any attempt to prove it. In the Mosaic account of the crea- 
tion there is uo preliminary disquisition on the certainty of Divine existence ; this 
is taken for granted, and the inspired Historian commences his narration with 
the most unaffected simplicity and majesty. ‘ In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth; and the earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters; and God said let there be light and there was light.” Thus the An- 
cient scriptures taken for granted, show the existence of <tey, and the Spirit of 
God;without any attempt to prove it. 


But now when we tum to the New Testament, which relates first to the Son 
of God, how differently things appear! Here all is proposition, proof, prepara- 
‘tion, formality, as if mankind were now going to be called to the belief of a 
second God. Nothing is taken for granted. The witnesses are assembled from 
the Jewish Capitol, from Jordan, from Judea; the person to be reveived with 
divine honours, is introduced; he is immersed, and the heavens are opened. 
The illustrious proposition is submitted : “* Behold my beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased ;” and the Spirit of God as at the ongin of creation, appears 


again, and takes possesion of him, who is emphatically styled, the beginning of | 


the creation of God. 


Jesus proceeds in the discharge of the duties of his mission to the Jews, for he 
was a Jewish minister, attributing all his powers to the secret energies of the 
_ Holy Spirit, as if he desired that men’s minds should be directed to that great 
“agent directly and immediatel). His own mission was limitted, and he knew 
and felt it; and so as soon as circumstances rendered it proper he told his Dis- 
ciples in partieular, that the Christian Religion would be perfected only under 
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the administration of another Advocate, which he said was the Holy Spirit, 
‘L his Advocate, he said, proceeded, or would come, from the Father, as he him- 
self had done. He was to convince the world of gin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment. He was to comfort the Apostles, bring all things to their remem- 
brance, which Christ had already taught them; and unfold to them things to 
come, or the nature and use of these facts, in Christiany, hy which it was suited 


‘ to become the religion of the whole world. For the introduction of this more 


splendid, and more extensive mission of the Spirit, it became necessary, that the 

- more limited embassy of Christ should be withdrawn, or annulled, and he told 
the Disciples as much; he told them it was necessary for him to go away: ac- 
cordingly, having completed the work assigned him by the Father, he gave the 
most solemn injunctions to his Apostles, to disciple all converts, not only into his 
own name, and the name of the Father, but also into the name of the future 
Advoeate, before whose descent from heaven thcy were to attempt nothing. 
He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, said he, you have heard of me. 


The forerunner of Messiah was John the Baptist, but the the forerunner of 
the Holy Spirit was Messiah himself; and the whole ministry of the Saviour 
may be regarded as a preparation for the Holy Spirit. John proposed a people 
for Jesus, Jesus proposed a people fur the Holy Spirit, and declared, he who 
spoke a word against the last advocate of man, should be forgiven, neither in 
this world, nor in that which istocome. Let us take heed then how we attempt 
to prove the Spirit to be any thing but the Spirit. He came as Jesus declared, 
the Advocate, the all powerful Advocate of the Christian Religion ; came to the 
people whom Jesus by a most painful ministry had propcsed for his reception ; 
and those who received Christ received him; and those who lied unto him, lied © 
unto God, and suffered accordingly. Witness the fate of Annanias and 


Yours, &c. | 
WALTER SCOTT. 


CHRISTIAN DECORUM. 


‘The Disciples of the Ancient Gospel, in the 19th century, have 
before their eyes a most splendid example of God’s dealings with 
the human family. They have seen, on the illustrious pages of 


- Sacred History, that God spared not the Old World, but saved — 


Noah, a preacher of righteousness ; and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorah into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them examples to those who should, afierward, live un. 
godly; and the deliverance of just Lot perpetually vexed with the 
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filthy conversation of the wicked; (for that just man, living 
among them, vexed his righteous soul, from day to day, with their 
unlawful deeds,)—demonstrates, with the greatest conspicuity, 
that the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, 
and to reserve, in ward, the — to the day of Judgment, to be 
punished. | 


Beloved thesiten, Pe has crept into the world a principle 
most hostile to the benevolent government of our heavenly Father. 
Its strong workings can be traced in every age of civil or reli- 
gious society. “It is” as observed an excellent author, “a 
part of all history—and all history is but a part of it.” Into all 
the kingdoms and empires of the world, it has made its insidious 
and destructive incursions, and has been, or will be, the utter ruin 
of every nation that has fostered and nourished its baneful influ- 
ence. Names have been given it, differing according to the diffe- 
rent ideas entertained by the various nations, among whom it 
reigns predominant. By some it has been called, the “ Glory of 
Victory ,” and has thriven and grown strong amidst the confused 
noise of battle, and garments rolled in blood. At other times 


it has taken the name of “ Merchandize,”* and consists in the op- 


pression of the many for the aggrandizement of the few, and in the 
inhuman traffic of slaves and souls of men. Again it has been 


called by the imposing and presumptuous appellation of “ Reli- 


gion,” and has subverted thrones and Cominions, —— and 


powers, 


The oven and pan have often smo- 


ked, with the living flesh and blood of those, whom a few mis- 


creants, called, “Holy Fathers,” may choose to denominate — 
heretics, and condemn to eternal fire; sometimes because the un- _ 


fortunate victim happens to be rich, sal when executed, his estate 
is confiscated for holy (or rather unholy) purposes; and at 


others, merely to gratify-an insatiate thirst for human blood. But — 


called by whatever name it may, by man—it has been recorded in 
the Archieves of eternity, and called by the God of the Universe, 


+ Revelations, Chap, svi 
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“Transgression of Law.” It has overthrown Assyria, Egypt, Pa- 
lestine, Greece, and all the Ancient Kingdoms of renown—has 
poured the blood of men, in rivers, and heaped its slain to the 
clouds of heaven! Wt has drunk in the blood of Prophets and 
Apostles, and Saints, and all the most excellent of the earth; and 
God hath sworn its utter destruction. The word of alarm has 
gone forth : “ Come out from among them, and be ye separate; 
touch no unclean person and [ will receive you, and ye shall be 
my sons and my daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” Eighteen 


hundred years have rolled away through the long avenue of de- 
parted years, since the approach of the reign of favour was an- 


nounced, in the wilderness of Judea, along the grassy bank of Is- 

rael’s princely stream. There stood that Holy Man of God,and,with 
his rustic garments dripping from the limpid waters of the Jordan, 
cried, like a messenger of the Eternal, “ Reform, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven approaches!” The Rulers and Potentates, of the earth 
have proved themselves totally incompetent to the government of 

the Nations, in any form of civil polity whatever. All have 
been tried; all have failed. The God of the Universe rises in 
the Omnipotence of his Wisdom and goodness, in behalf of | the 
affiicted sons and daughters of men, He sends them a King. One, 
whose determination it is to abolish, and exterpate, from his King- 
dom, that destructive and accursed principle that the blessed God 


so supremely hates. The King appears, not a conqueror, a states- | 


man, or hero, but a meek and lowly man.—The Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world. He strives not—He 
raises not his voice in the street-—He breaks not a bruised reed; 


- nor consumes even a torch of flax in the affairs of a noctarnal 
combat. Yet he will establish Truth in the earth; and his laws 


will be victorious. Blessed be God’s most holy name! He will 


"establish his throne in righteousness, and of the duration and in- 


crease of his Kingdom there shall be no end: the Gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it! 


, Seeing then, my dear Brethren, we have received a Kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, let have favour whereby we may worship 


God acceptably, with reverence and Godly fear. 


Sin has been the destruction of the Old World, which was de- 
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luged by water, and perished, and the heavens and earth that now 
are, have been reserved in store unto a day of fire, and perdition 
of ungodly men. Nevertheless, we, according tu his promise, look 
for a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth mghteous- 
ness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing we look for such things, be 


diligent, that you may be found of him in peace, without spot and 
blameless. 


The Gospel purposes to hen us into such a mould of character, 
as to prepare us for the society of angels, principalities, and 
powers, in God’s most Holy Dominion, for ever, and ever. It 
purposes, not merely to purify our hearts, and consciences, from 
the guilt and power of sin, and rescue us finaily, from the punish- 
ment, that awaits all the disobedient, and abominable, at the re- 
velation of Jesus Christ. However benevolent éhis might appear, : 
when we eonsider the degraded condition of man, the design of 
the Gospel as far transcends it, as the abode of the Eternal out- 

shines the glories of this mundane sphere. HavVing purified us 
from our sins in his cwn blood, he designs setting us down by the 
throne of our God and King, in a world of perfect blessedness 
and felicity, for ever! What elevated characters must those be, 
that shall be admitted to the court of the Eternal! What an im: 
mense weight of glory and renown will rest upon the associates of _ 
the Lord of Universe! "Tis not a mean and worthless character, 
that shall stand before God’s all glorious throne! My very soul is 
pained within me, when I see professors (I say not Christians,) 
speaking, and acting as if there were fo promise of his coming— 
as if they never expected to come into the presence of Him, who 
made the earth, and spread out the star-spangled heavens above, 
like a canopy. Or do they think to bring into the presence of 
Him, who alone hath immortality, all their foolish cunning <yll 
lying vanities, with impunity? Christian Infidelity, a term, 
somewhat novel in form, has prevailed to an alarming extent, 
though all the different sects of Christendom,—an unbelief, or 
rather a disbelief of a part of God’s most Holy Oracles, which 
they call nonessential, has given rise to that invincible blindness 
of mind, every where so visible tm those, that receive not the love 
of the Truth. Unjudging are they in the commandments of God. 
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They know not—they heed not, that the King of kings demands, 
that tribute of respect exacted by the most servile of earthly sove- 
reigns; namely, obedience. When I think of the similarity that — 
disobedience bears to “ Transgression of Law,” my heart aches, 
for the fate of this generation, a part of whose religious instruc- 
tion is, to ¢rample on the precepts of Him, who, by the Eternal 
Spirit, sealed his instruction with his own blood! 

Yes, Reader, I have heard it remarked by one indisputably or- 


— thodox, that there were no difference between the Law of Moses, 


and the Gospel of Jesus, if they both equally demand — 
literal obedience! I may not at this time, express the tremendous — 


rush of feeling————the accumulated burden of bitterest regret, 


that overcame my soul, when [ thought of Him, who would one 
day be revealed from Heaven, in flaming fire, taking vengeance - 
of them that know not God Serpe not ee of our Lord 


Jesus Christ! 


Fellow Christians, let us arise in the strength of Omnipotence, 
and cleanse our hands, and our garments, from the filthy abomi- 
nations of thls perverse generation. Let us not be conformed to 
its manners and custoins, but be transformed by the renewing of 
our minds, that we may know what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God. Let us draw our moral principles from 
the Divine Oracles; for the Lord is at hand, and great will be the — 
fall of those human establishments, that are built merely upon 


hearing, without doing the commandments of Him, who taught 


with authority ! (SILAS. 
(To be continued.) 
NOTE 


The following beautiful extract is from the Millenial 
Harbinger; and is at once a literary jewel, and a tremen- 
dous warning-word to the “filthy dreamers,” of this current 
generation. It was written on the occasion of the meteors __ 
on the 14th November last, upder the head “ Phenomenon.” 
After the writer has given a most vivid, and luminous de- | 
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scription of that illustrious and glorious scene, the following | 


soul-stirring remarks are made. (Publisher. 


{t was, indeed, a glorious sight! and doubtless can be very satis- 
factorily explained on philosophic principles. So can cholera. 
But is there no moral instruction in it! May it not be for a sign? 
Josephus, the Jewish historian, informs us, that a short time 


previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, many such signs and sin- 


gular prodigies were seen in the sky. Among which a meteor-man 
stood with a drawn sword hanging over that devoted city. The 


rumour and appearance cf marshalling and contending armies, 


_ &c. &c. Now if there was any meaning in those singular phe- 
_ nomena—any sign to the Jews, why may not the grand phenomon 
_ which we just witnessed speak a word to Christians, and to the 


world! The meteors of the ecclesiastic heavens are certainly 
shaking. ‘They cannot long retain their places, and hold the ad- 


miring gaze of the deluded multitude. They must fall, and all 
their glory with them must soon die away. Norfe but the ‘real, the 
fixed stars, which cannot be shaken, will remain. Hark! what 
- means that warning voice which we hear from the North, and 
from the South,—from the East, and from the West—* Behold the 
Bridegroom comes; go you out to meet him!” Awake! awake! 
Deluded world—-—awake!!! We are not mad. Behold! the 
Judge stands at the door! Such is the cry. “ Heaven and ea 
shall fail,” says the Lord of the Universe; “ but my words shal 
not fail. To the Word of the Lord are we now directed—“The 


‘sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall withhold her light, and 


the stars of heaven shall fall; and the powers which are in heaven 


_ shall be shaken. Then they shall see the Sou of Man coming in . 


the clouds with great power and glory. Then he will send his 
rs, and assemble his elect from the four quarters of the 
world, the extremities of heaven and earth.” 


“ But the present heavens and earth, by the same word” (the — 


same that formerly predicted the deluge) “ are treasured up, being 
kept for fire toa day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
The Lord does not ‘delay his promise in the manner some account 


' @ delaying; but exercises long suffering towards us, not desiring that 


® any should perish, but that all should come to reformation.” 

7 e presume not to offer any explanation, nor to make any ap- 
plication of these predictions; but only add, after the first, the 
Saviour commands, “ Be circumspect, be vi rilant, and pray; for 
+ you know not when that time will be.” And after the last, Peter 
‘7 says, “ Seeing, then, all these things shall be dissolved; what sort 


Be of persons ought you to be, in all holy behaviour and "godliness, 


: expecting, and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God.” 
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PROGRESS OF REFORM. 


Mantua, January Sth, 1834. 

BELOVED Baro. Scort. 

Distant as we are from you, we have not for- 
gotten you. How babes is the Faith of the Gospel which unites in Spirit, 
those that are seperated in person. May the favour of our heavenly Father 
abide on you, and all that Jove our Lord Jesus Christ. | 
_ [have nothing special concerning the state of the Reformation in this vicinity, 
except that it appears to be gradually progressing ; occasional additions of num- 
bers, and the growth of the Churches, in knowledge and grace, of the Christian 
Faith, sustain our spirits to depend with confidence on the prounises of our hea- 
venly Father; much greater improvement, however, is necessary among them. 
But as we have witnessed, with much pleasure, the progress they have made, 
we hope they may improve until, they “stand perfect and er in all the 
wil! of God. 

Some individuals, however, appear to say, Lord! Lord! but do not the 
things which he commands; I think the Disciples have generally said, more on the - 
S subject of doing the will of the Saviour, than others have done; but every one 
cannot be roused to be fully aware of the necessity of * walking as the Saviour — 
walked ;” but more attention is bestowed on this subject of late by the Brethren, 
than formerly. Iwas glad to see this subject so energetically preseated by 
Eiter Campbell, in his late extra, Let all the teachers among the Brethren, 
insist as did the Apostles, when they did not cease to warn every one night and 
day, with tears. 

I have thought much of late of your application of our Saviour’s word. * The 
_fbildren of this world are wiser in their generation, than the children of light.” 
“To see the combined energy of the supporters of the systems, and schemes of 
the day, they strain every nerve, labour night and day, make use of every 
means to support their own inventions, present in strong terms how much 
might be done if all the talents, all the gifts of all the childrenof light were called 
forth and applied to the edification of the Saints, in holding forth the word of 
life to all around. Not that I approve or would recommend such means as 
many thet are used in support of the schemes of the day, but I desire to see a 
lawful, scriptural energetic use of all the talents God has given us. [D. A 


The prospects in the country are rather brightening; truth must and will 
prtvail. The more our enemies, or, rather the sects, oppose, the more the Truth 
is advanced. N. Albany, Ind. | A. LITTELL. 


We are now ina better condition as @ congregation than at any previous 
period since the banner of reformation was unfurled in Lovisville; and all this 
in consequence of a determined stand which a few of us have taken against 
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anarchy. Bro, Gates and Fall, have been with us to the great edification of 
the Disciples.  Lowisville, K. D. GORDON... 


I rejoice in the success of the Gospel in your vicinity, and other places which 
are spoken of in the Harbinger and the Evangelist. May the Lord give effi- 
cacy to his word, and energy to the proclaimers thereof. There has been no — 
unusual excitement in our section of the country this year; nor have there been 
many additions to the congregations; but the Disciples are stedfast, generally, 
and improveing in knowledge, so far as my acquaintance extends. — 

Western Reserve, Canfield, Ohio. — | M. SACKETT. 

We have a few even names in Salem, Disciples devoted to the service of the 
Lord, aud the doctrine of the Apostles; but the mass of the people are locked 
up in sin and sectarianism: their eyes have they closed; their ears have they 
stopped; and their hearts have they hardened; lest they should see with their 


eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and be con- 
verted, and God should heal them! ARTHUR HAYDEN. 


 L have lately returned from the East. I found some very interesting Disci- 

, ples in the state of N. York. The cause is certainly prospering there; but 

there appears to be a lack of persevering proclaimers. I had an opportunity of 

_ speaking repeatedly in the county of Plymouth, Mass. to large and attentive 

assemblies; conversed, also, in private with preachers; all appeared anxious to 

understand our views of religion; but when they heard them they were ready 
with Nicodemus, to exclaim, “* How can these things be.” | 

Braceviile, W. Reserve, O. | M. BOSWORTH. 


My mind often wonders among the scenery, which I have left behind in Car- 
thage, one of which, it is ever having read—the scene where I obeyed the Gose 
pel of the Saviour, and geceived assurance tbat I was admitted into his King- 

dom. That beautiful “day ‘—the bright declining sun—the neat and quiet 
congregation—the hymn at the water's edge—the baptismal ceremony,—the 
song of salvation—the supper of the Lamh—the parting hymn, and salutation 
of the Brethren—the overjoyed and happy wife—all, all is more fervently felt, 
more highly coloured, and more striking in ‘moral grandeur, the farther it recedes 
in the distance of time! Of what invaluable worth is that sweet communion 
which you now enjoy, and of which we have been deprived! I rejoice to hear 
, by A. Smalley, of the great accessions to the Church. The cause is gainins 
a ground in Kentucky, with startling rapidity; the advocates of Creede, and e 

hn | the yo and opinions of men, are flushed with alarm. | 


4 Bro. John Smith is now with us; we had last first day and to-day two poble 
" discourses; to-day we had an important acquisition to the cause of truth, We 
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48 The Evagelist, 
anticipate the most favourable results in reference to some others, O! that the 


_ Lord Jesus may, and he will win the trophies of the cross! ©! that his soldiers 


may take the Sword of the Spirit, as they have been commanded! that they 
may quench the fiery darts of the wicked one, and compel sinners to bow to the 


authority of Christ. The cause still progresses with us, but more slowly than 
heretofore. The next spring, I anticipate, will open with glorious results, In_ 
_ the mean time we are doing what we can. Bro’s, John Smith and Jno. Rogers, 


have consented again to act as Evangelists, They are a noble pair, and I re- 


joice that such Elders can be associated. The liberality of the Brethren is 
developing truly more and more. Bro. W. Morton is expected to take the field. 


If so we may calculate on great success from his labours. He wields his — 


Master’s weapons with great power. 


Georgetown, Ky. JOHN T. JOHNSON. | 


Fhis Way is everywhere spoken against ; we nevertheless feel it to be our duty 
to obegGod rather than man ; and, therefore, we strive to walk blameless, before 


God and man, yielding obedience to every Divine command. We meet, as did 


the primitive Disciples, on every first day of the week, and continue stedfast in 
the Apostle’s Doctrine, in their fellowship, and breaking of bread and prayers. 


_ Now for our edification, as well as for the conversion of the world, we have | 


appointed the 3d Friday, in May, 1834, for the commencement of a Big-Meet- 
ing, to which we invite yourself, and others, who feel it convenient to attend. 


Rising Sun, Ind. JOHN B. CRAFT. 
Brotuer Scorr, | 


Grace, mercy, and peace to you, from God, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 


_ [have still learnt through the pages of the Evangelist, your place of sojourn-. 
» ing; and your pursuits: I bless God for the success of the good cause in which 


qyou are engaged; and I doubt not that thousands more will render thanks to 
Him who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for the labours of yourself and 
your fellow Evangelists. ‘The success of the Truth in other places is pleasing 
to us even though we ourselves set in the Region and shadow of Death. We 
are surrounded, you know, by the most inveterate sectarians, who stop their 
ears, and gnash on us, not with their teeth, but with their tongues. The con- 
gregativa onmbess the same it did when you was with us, although 25 or 30 
persons have been added : some have removed: some, alas! have sinned! Yet 
blessed be God, there are those who fear the Lord, and speak often one to ano- 
ther, and the trials of whose Faith, has proved more precious than that of gold 
that perishes, though tried with fire. Our Meeting for the most part have been 


* Wey edifying, and have, I trust, deserved the tile of “heavenly places, in 
Christ Jesus, We have immersed 7 oars... 


Kings Creek, Va, ‘SAMUEL GRAFTON. 
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